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ABOUT THIS BOOK

This book is written by a non-geek and is targeted at non-geeks running their own
blogs. It’s a one-stop guide for crazy busy people without technical chops to migrate
their WordPress blog as quickly as possible. The book provides one single way that
works instead of multiple options that tend to send readers on a wild goose chase.
That said, it does not oversimplify the migration problem by assuming that you live in
a simplistic world that revolves around just one WordPress blog. Instead it takes up a
real world estate that comprises multiple websites and blogs, exposes the challenges
of migrating a sophisticated landscape, and walks the reader through a one-stop
migration solution without asking them to reference multiple sources. Recognizing
that WordPress is a specialist platform with its own lingo, the book contains a
buzzword directory that unpacks the jargon in layman terms and equips the reader to
talk intelligently about their WordPress migration chops. Additional bonus chapters
provide tools, code snippets, and tips and tricks to speed the migration, make the

blog more secure, and deal with the WordPress supplier ecosystem.
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

Setting up a new WordPress blog is easy. While the famous 5-minute installation on
WordPress.org website is aspirational, there are 1-Click installers bundled with many
hosting accounts that literally take only five minutes.

However, migrating an existing WordPress blog can be complicated, as we learned
from our experience with a couple of blogs recently.

There are any number of step-by-step guides for migrating a WordPress blog. There
are also a couple of plugins that automate the migration process. But they all tend to
assume that your whole world revolves around one single WordPress site and
address a plain vanilla migration from one hosting account to another.

If your situation mirrors that simplistic baseline, you can skip this book.

Most real world scenarios involve a more complex landscape. They have multiple
domains hosted on a single server; comprise not only WordPress blogs but a couple
of websites that are not on WordPress, entail change the WordPress version along
with the underlying PHP environment, and so on. If your situation is close to this
complex baseline, then this book is just right for you.

1. Your world revolves around one or more websites. Your blog is just a link on
your websites. Even if your blog has a lot of content, your world most certainly
does not revolve around it. While your blog is likely built using WordPress - as
42% of blogs in the world are - your website uses HTML + CSS or some other
technology. In this book, we will use the terms website and blogsite to distinguish
between the two types of digital properties. Except where noted otherwise,
"website" does not use WordPress whereas "blogsite" does.

2. You host multiple domains / websites on a single hosting account. When |
set up my personal blog Talk of Many Things in 2006, Hostgator was the only
hosting provider | came across that provided multiple domains on a single
account. That was one of the chief reasons | selected Hostgator, as | wrote in
Selecting The Right Web Hosting Package Is Tough! at the time. Whereas,
today, many hosting providers support multiple domains on their higher-end
hosting plans e.g. Go Daddy. If you are like us, you have several websites and
associated blogsites on a single hosting plan. As you are probably aware, in
these cases, the hosting account is anchored to one primary domain and all other
domains are configured as addon domains on the primary domain. In our case,
we host gtm360.com, sketharaman.com, stradof.com, mybookalert.com and a
bunch of other websites on top of the primary domain fskrsites.com, and a couple
of blogsites under those websites.

3. Version change. The version of WordPress changes during the migration. As it
did in our case, from 5.1 to the latest version 5.8.

4. Theme change. You would like to take the opportunity to upgrade the theme of
your blogsite. When we launched this blog many years ago, we used Quest.
While it was a very popular theme at the time, its developer shut down and there
was no responsive design update for it. During this migration, we upgraded the
theme to Generate Press, which is natively responsive design.
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5. Malware. Your decision to change hosting provider / hosting plan is prompted by
repeated malware infection on your shared hosting account. | have heard from
many people in the past that WordPress is way more vulnerable to exploits
compared to other technologies. | had little doubt about this after | found a
password stored in plaintext in a prominent WP file!

These elements of a real life landscape introduce a lot of complications in your
WordPress migration. Standard migration guides and plugins tend to bomb.

Enter WordPress Migration for Normies.

Chronicling our migration journey, this book addresses the multifarious complications
inherent to a real-life WordPress migration. It provides a step-by-step guide that will
help anyone - including nongeeks - to navigate the various landmines buried in an
industrial-strength migration and ensure that your new blogsite is up and running in
60 minutes.

Unlike other guides that ramble on and on with N number of alternative ways to carry
out a step - presumably to showcase the author's technical expertise — this book
provides one and only one (tried-and-tested) way to accomplish a given task. Its
accent is on getting you up and running as fast as possible rather than showing off
our technical prowess (which is anyway limited!). Since this is a book on migration, it
assumes that you are already familiar with the basic building blocks of a WordPress
blogsite. Therefore, it does not dwell on the minutiae of plugins, themes, and widgets.

In short, WordPress Migration for Normies is a comprehensive, one stop guide that
provides everything you need to migrate a sophisticated WordPress landscape
without needing to reference external resources.

This book is packed with compelling value of the nature that you are unlikely to find
anywhere else.

1. Plenty of screenshots to guide you along the various steps.

2. No redactions. We understand why other articles and blog posts redact their
screenshots but understanding is not accepting. We have gone the extra mile to
avoid redactions so that it becomes very easy for readers to execute the steps
given in this book.

3. How to 10x file copying speeds by using cPanel File Manager instead of FTP
recommended by others.

4. How to change non-standard table prefixes. Strangely, all Google searches for
this topic will tell you to how to change the standard table prefix wp_ to a non-
standard value. This does not help us since we need to do exactly the opposite
during a migration!

5. No affiliate links. All migration blog posts and guides that we have come across in
the market recommend paid plugins and tools because their authors make
money when readers click through the links in the article. (We know this because
most of these guides disclose this practice upfront). We are not against
monetizing content but we can't, in good conscience, recommend a paid plugin
for doing something when we have used a free plugin for doing the same job for
years. Accordingly, this book does not have any affiliate links.
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6. How to find critical fields like home and siteurl and change their values without
SQL knowledge.

7. Free malware scanner and cleaner. Most malware tools available in the market
support free scanning but charge $$$ to clean the infection e.g. MalCare, Securi,
WordFence. This book includes the license for a tool that not only scans but also
removes malware free of cost.

8. Tips and tricks to handle product vendors and service providers in case you need
to engage with the shady underbelly of the WordPress ecosystem.

9. Buzzword directory. Being an open source, community-based platform with
hundreds of millions of users worldwide, WordPress is replete with jargon. Our
book includes a listing of the most commonly-encountered buzzwords e.g. what
does WordPress Backup really mean?

We hope this book helps you to achieve a speedy and successful migration of your
WordPress blogsite!
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CHAPTER 2: WORDPRESS
MIGRATION QUICK GUIDE

Given below are the steps involved in our WordPress migration, with the tool used in
each step mentioned inside the parenthesis:

1. Backup files of the old blogsite on the old hosting account / server (cPanel S1 >
File Manager)

2. Backup the database of the old blogsite on the old hosting account / server
(cPanel S1 > phpMyAdmin)

3. Install the latest version of WordPress on the new hosting account / server
(cPanel S2 > Softaculous)

4. Import the old database into the new database (cPanel S2 > phpMyAdmin)

5. Overwrite the files in the new wp-content folder with the old wp-content files
(cPanel S2 > File Manager)

6. Leave the new wp-admin and wp-includes folders be i.e. don’t overwrite the files
inside them with the old files

7. Change non-standard table prefixes (e.g. wp2k_) in the new wp-config file to wp_
(cPanel S2 > File Manager)

8. Change nameserver settings to point to new server (Domain Registrar Website)

9. Change links in the files of the new blogsite to the new blogsite’s URL (Simple
Search-Replace)

10. Change links in the database tables of the new blogsite to the new blogsite’s URL
(Interconnect Database Search and Replace Script)

11. Log in to the new blogsite’s wp-admin with the username and password you
entered at step #3 (wp-admin S2).

12. Reset password (wp-admin S2); enter email address used at step #3

13. Repeat step #11 (wp-admin S2)

14. Scrub the users on the new blogsite — by default, they will be the old ones (wp-
admin S2)

15. Google Analytics Check (Google Analytics, wp-admin S2).

Some of these steps might seem counterintuitive e.g. If I'm migrating from an old
blogsite to a new blogsite, why the heck should | import the old database into the
new database at step #4 or overwrite the new files with the old files at step #5? Some
of them might contradict what's written in other step-by-step guides e.g. step #6. But,
believe me, that's what you need to do - as we learned the hard way from our
migration.

If there is one recurring theme in a WordPress migration, it is that you do many
things that don't make sense on the first pass and fix them on the second pass.

Happy Migration!
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DISCLAIMER: We have used these steps to successfully migrate many WordPress
blogsites. However, since we are dealing with cloud-based platforms that can — and
often do — change their features without prior notice, we cannot guarantee that these

steps will work in every specific instance.
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CHAPTER 3: TEARDOWN OF
WORDPRESS

A WordPress blogsite is essentially a combination of many files and one database
that together store your posts, plugins, themes, widgets and other content. Migration
of a WordPress blogsite is effectively the migration of these files and database from
the old server to the new server.

To set the stage for the migration, we shall do a deep dive of the files and database
in this chapter.

As stated in the introduction, our WordPress blogsite is a part of our website, which is
not built on WordPress technology. So we must view our WordPress installation in
the larger context of the overall landscape comprising one or more websites.

Hosting Account aka Server

Your websites and blogsite being migrated are housed in a shared environment that
provides computing, storage, network and other infrastructure. This shared
environment is called Hosting Account aka Server. You manage these resources via
cPanel. This book will reference the old server S1, the new server S2, and the
migration of a WordPress blogsite from S1 to S2.

Old Server S1: The primary domain of the old server S1 is einsuranceportal.com.
The blogsite to be migrated is located under gtm360.com, which is one of the many
addon domains under the primary domain.

New Server S2: The primary domain of the new server S2 is fskrsites.com. The

blogsite to be migrated will be located under gtm360.com, which is one of the many
addon domains under the primary domain.

cPanel
You will be spending a lot of time on cPanel during this migration.
In this section, we will help you to become comfortable with it.

As you can see from the following exhibit, cPanel has a lot of applications.
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But we can ignore most of them.

Only a handful of these applications are relevant for our migration e.g. File Manager,
phpMyAdmin, Errors, and WordPress Manager by Softaculous. The following exhibit
describes their key function.

cPanel - Key Apps for WordPress Migration

Name of App Function
Section: FILES
File Manager Upload, download, copy, move files and folders within server

and between server and local hard drive.
Section: DATABASES

phpMyAdmin Export, import database / tables between server and local
hard drive, troubleshoot problems related to blogsite user
access

MySQLDatabases Create new database, database user, set access rights

Section: DOMAINS

Addon Domains Create addon domains to primary domain

Section: METRICS

Errors Apache Error Log, troubleshoot problems related to blogsite
and website

Section: SOFTWARE

WordPress Manager by 5-minuteinstallerfor new blog, blogsite clone, mirror,
Softaculous backup

During the reminder of this book, we will assume that you are logged in to the cPanel
of both old and new servers.

Old Server File Structure

To view the file structure of this server, follow these steps:

1. Log into the cPanel for S1 server
2. Click File Manager
3. View the file structure shown in the following exhibit

WORDPRESS MIGRATION FOR NORMIES 13
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FILE STRUCTURE: SERVER S1
Primary Domain: einsuranceportal.com

Home (/home3/sumrl00) Root directory of 51 server

public_html (folder) aka einsuranceportal.comfolder
— index.htm (file) (homepage of einsuranceportal.com)
— wip-s1 (folder)
— gtm360.com (folder)
index.htm (file) (homepage of gtm360.com)
blog (folder)

— index.php (file) (homepage of blog)
— wp-admin (folder)
— wp-content (folder) (where your content s stored)

— wp-includes (folder)

Old Server Database

This server has only one database, which belongs to the blogsite. To view this
database, follow these steps:

1.
2.
3

Login to the cPanel for S1 server

Click WordPress Manager by Softaculous

Click the downward arrow at the extreme right of the entry beginning with
https://gtm360.com/blog

,{';/%/{j('a lpetd PO P KEE F 8 X 0 &

Welcome sumrl00

& Blogs

@ WordPress Management

B Portals/cMs

18 Forums =N -
B Image Galleries
Installations

Q@ wikis

Blogsite)

& Ad Management

4. Scroll down to Database Details and click the + symbol to the left of it

WORDPRESS MIGRATION FOR NORMIES
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Website URL
https://gtm360.com/blog
Site Name

GTM360 Blog (Old Blogsite)

& |Database Details View Database

Database Name sumrl00_wp50850

Database User  sumrl00_wp50850

Database Host  localhost

5. Make a note of the following:

¢ Database Name: sumr100_wp50850
¢ Database User: sumr100_wp50850

New Server File Structure

To view the file structure of this server, follow these steps:

1. Log in to the cPanel for S2 server
2. Click File Manager
3. View the file structure shown in following exhibit

WORDPRESS MIGRATION FOR NORMIES
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FILE STRUCTURE: SERVER S2
Primary Domain: fskrsites.com

Home (/home2/fskrstes) Root directory of S2 server

public_html (folder) aka fskrsites.com folder

— index.htm (file) (homepage of fskrsites.com)
— wip-s2 (folder)
— gtm360.com (folder)

— index.htm (file) (homepage of gtm360.com)

Since we have not yet installed WordPress on the new server, there is no blog folder
in the above file structure.

New Server Database

Since we have not yet installed WordPress on the new server, there is no database
on it. (As in the case of S1, the only database in this server belongs to the blogsite.)

We will dive deeply into database tables in the next chapter.

NOTE: For the sake of continuity, we will use the above named primary and addon
domain names during the rest of this book. In the steps that follow, be sure to
replace einsuranceportal.com with the primary domain of your old server S1,
fskrsites.com with the primary domain of your new server S2, and gtm360.com with
the website that will contain your blogsite. In case your existing blogsite is under one
website, say abc.com, on S1, and your migrated blogsite will be under another
website, say def.com, on S2, then replace gtm360.com with abc.com in all steps
pertaining to S1, and with def.com in all steps pertaining to S2.
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CHAPTER 4: BACKUP

WordPress Backup means backup of files and database. Backup of database is
really a backup of the tables in the database (of which there are 12 or more).

In this chapter, we will see how to take a manual backup of a blogsite. This will cover
the following steps:

Step 1: Backup files of the old blogsite on the old hosting account / server (cPanel
S1 > File Manager)

Step 2: Backup the database of the old blogsite on the old hosting account / server
(cPanel S1 > phpMyAdmin).

File Backup

To backup the files of the blogsite, follow these steps:

Log in to the cPanel for S1 server

Click File Manager

Click the folder called blog (path: /public_html/gtm360.com)

Right click and select Compress

Check Zip Archive

Change the default archive path / name to /public_html/wip-s1l/backup-file-
gtm360-blog-sl.zip

Click the Compress File(s) button

.

#File < Folder @DCopy < Move X Upload XD

onkwnE

~

# Compress

Compress File(s)| Cance

! © Leech Protect

|/ Manage Indices

- gtmssva0mIn

8. The file backup will be found under /public_html/wip-s1/. Click Download to
download this file to your hard drive.

NOTE: If you are only migrating one blogsite, its name does not need to be a part of
the backup filename, and we will make this simple by renaming the backup to
/public_html/wip-s1/file-backup-s1.zip.
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Database Backup

To backup the database of the blogsite, follow these steps:

PONPE

Log in to the cPanel for S1 server
Click phpMyAdmin
Click the + symbol to the left of sumr100 on the sidebar on the left

Click the database you noted down in the previous chapter sumr100_wp50850.

You will now see 12 tables on the sidebar on the RHS

No o

Click Export

Recent Favorites

EL sumr100
%0 sumr100_bvit1

#L0J sumr100_EMAIL360
.05 sumrt00_frgn1

.05 sumr100_gtm360db
#.(J sumr100_imgal

#.0J sumr100_imga2
() sumr100_plstt

#.0J sumr100_smf1

=L sumr100_wp50850
(—d New

-t wp_commentmeta
LV wp_comments
Lt wp_links

% wp_options
[#_¥ wp_postmeta

L% wp_posts

¥ wp_termmeta

#- 1 wp_terms

L ¥ wp_term_relationships
L% wp_term_taxonomy
(+L1 wp_usermeta

L4 wp_users

Y Stucture  [J saL

Filters
Containing the word:
Table o
wp_commentmeta
wp_comments
wp_links
wp_options
wp_postmeta
wp_posts

wp_termmeta

scs@c@w@

wp_terms
wp_term_relationships
Wp_term_taxonomy

wp_usermeta

(<IN <IN<IN<]

wp_users.
12 tables

£

Check all

I 9 Server localhost3306 » @ Database: sumid00_wp50850

4 Search

Action
# | |Browse } Structure

¥ L Browse Jr Structure

; | |Browse r Structure
With selected
Copy table
Show create

@

Delete data or table

Drop

Table maintenance
Analyze table
Check table
Checksum table

w

@

Optimize table
Repair table

Prefix
Add prefix to table
Replace table prefix

Ch

23

Copy table with prefix

With selected: v

Query =} Export [ Import g° Operations

4 Search 3 Insert 4 Empty @ Drop.
% Search 3 Insert §2 Empty @ Drop
4 Search 3¢ Insert & Empty @ Drop
% Search #: Insert g Empty @ Drop.
4 Search 3 Insert & Empty @ Drop.
4 Search % Insert % Empty @ Drop
% Search %¢ Insert &2 Empty @ Drop

/e & Search 3¢ Insert &2 Empty @ Drop

4 Search %¢ Insert & Empty @ Drop.
4 Search ¢ Insert & Empty @ Drop
4 Search ®¢ Insert § Empty @ Drop.
¢ Search ¢ Insert & Empty @ Drop

Click the Check all box at the bottom of the table list
Click the With selected box

Rows © Type  Collation
o InnoDB. ulfg_general ci
1 InnoDB  ulf8_general. ci
2 InnoDB. utf8_general_ci

112 InnoDB_utf8_general ci
2 InnoDB utfg_general ci
3 InnoDB. ulf8_general ci
o InnoDB  uf8_general_ci
1 InnoDButfg_general_ci
1 InnoDB uif8_general ci
1 InnoDB. ulf8_general ci
15 InnoDB. utf8_general_ci

1 InnoDB  utf8_general_ci

8 Routines © Events

5 Triggers

Size

2.0 kiB
5.9 Kig
32,0 K38
32.0 K28
25.0 kit
0.9 38
5.0 kB
2.0 KB
2.0 Kie
5.0 KiB
5.0 3B

2.0 K38

137 InnoDB_utf8_general_ci 628.0 k38

€8 Designer

Overhead

08

@) Print (gb Data dictionary

8. On the next screen, leave the default settings intact and click the Go button

— 7] Server: localhost:3306 » @ Database: sumr100_wp50850

4 Structure

L saL

- Search

4 Query

=} Export

[& Import = #” Operations

Exporting tables from "sumr100_wp50850" database

Export method:

@ Quick - display only the minimal options

(O Custom - display all possible options

Format:

saL

Go

9. The database backup will be downloaded to your hard drive as a file named
sumr100_wp50850.sql.

We have now taken the file and database backup of the old blogsite.

WORDPRESS MIGRATION FOR NORMIES
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CHAPTER 5: NEW INSTALLATION

We will cover the following step in this chapter:

Step 3: Install the latest version of WordPress on the new hosting account / server
(cPanel S2 > Softaculous)

To install WordPress on the new server, follow these steps:

PoONE

o No

Log in to the cPanel for S2 server

Click WordPress Manager by Softaculous

Click the Install button and enter the following settings on the next screen
Choose Installation URL: as gtm360.com and in Directory as blog

WordPress & & & & 1r
@I‘ Version: 5.8.2,57.4,5.6.6,55.7, 5.4.8,6.310,5.213,5111,5.0.14, 4918 -

“ Overview Features Screenshots Demo Ratings Reviews Import
Software Setup
Quick Install

Choose the version you want to install

Choose Installation URL

RL to install the software Please select the version to install

https:// v gtm360.com 1 blog 582 v
ocol @ | choose Domain @ n Directory @

Use further settings per following exhibit:

Site Settings Admin Account
Site Name Admin Username
My Blog admin
Site Description Admin Password
My WordPress Blog F%EFA&IZHES Hide M

" st 65/100
Enable Multisite (WPMU) @ () rong (65/100)

Disable WordPress Cron @ | ] Admin Email

admin@gtm360.com

Select Plugin(s): Check Classic Editor
Click + symbol before Advanced Options
Change Table Prefix to wp_

WORDPRESS MIGRATION FOR NORMIES
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Choose Language Select Plugin(s)

Select Language

| Limit Login Attempts (Loginizer) @
english v Classic Editor @

| wpCentral - Manage Multiple WordPress @

B Advanced Options
Database Name Table Prefix
Type the na f the database to be created for the installation
fskrstes_  wpl92 wp_
|_| Disable Update Notifications Emails @ Auto Upgrade @
| Auto Upgrade WordPress Plugins @ ® Do
| Auto Upgrade WordPress Themes @ Up nly

Upgrade to any latest version available (Major as well as Minor)

9. Choose theme for your new WordPress blogsite from one of the free themes
listed in the Select Theme section

10. Click Show All Themes button and have a good look around (We went with
Generate Press but Sinatra and many other themes are also good.)

Note: This is optional. If not selected, the default theme will be installed. Themes are provided by PopularfFX and built on Pagelayer Editor.

A

5
— sekury v{lr%,
e EXPRESSIONIS® ouq-i’

Twenty Twenty-One

educator Pizza Box
Default WordPress Theme

<

NOTE: Bear in mind that upgrading your blogsite to a new theme is one of the
primary objectives of this migration exercise, so you might want to spend some
quality time on this step.

11. Enter your preferred email address against Email installation details to : e.g.
s.ketharaman@gtm360.com

mail installation details to

s.ketharaman@gtm360.c
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12. Leave all other settings at their default values
13. Note down the prefilled credentials of the admin account for your new WordPress
blogsite e.g.

e Admin Username = admin
e Admin Password = %EFA&IZH8$

NOTE: Don't worry about this hard-to-remember password. As we will see later, it
won't work! At that stage, you will be prompted to change it. You can always choose
an easy-to-remember password like password123 (just joking!).

14. Click the Install button. This will initiate installation of a new WordPress blogsite
on your new server

15. Once the installation is complete, note down the following details from the next
screen:

e Blogview URL: www.gtm360.com/blog
e Admin Panel URL: www.gtm360.com/blog/wp-admin

Blogview is the view of your blogsite that visitors will see.

Admin Panel is what only you, as the owner of the blog, can access. You will use the
admin panel to publish new blog posts, customize themes, install plugins, and so on.
If you outsource this work, you would create a few other admin users who will enjoy
the same access privileges as you.

NOTE: Give admin access only to very few and trusted people. If miscreants find out
your admin credentials, they can hack your blogsite easily.

New Server File Structure

Having installed WordPress on the new server, it's a good time to view the new file
structure. To do so, follow these steps:

1. Log into the cPanel for S2 server
2. Click File Manager
3. As expected, you will now see blog and underlying folders
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FILE STRUCTURE: SERVER S2
Primary Domain: fskrsites.com

Home (/home2/fskrstes) Root directory of 52 server

public_html (folder) aka fskrsites.com folder

— index.htm (file) (homepage of fskrsites.com)

—— wip-s2 (folder)

— gtm360.com (folder)

— index.htm (file) (homepage of gtm360.com)
— blog (folder)

— index.php (file) (homepage of blog)
— wp-admin (folder)
— wp-content (folder)

— wp-includes (folder)

New Server Database

To view the newly-installed database on the new server, follow these steps:

1. Log into the cPanel for S2 server

2. Click WordPress Manager by Softaculous

3. Click the downward arrow at the extreme right of the entry beginning with
https://gtm360.com/blog

4. Now that WordPress is installed on the new server, you will see a database

PO PAREE/FESDLO®

Welcome fskrstes

5 7
Q’/(///(«'{( oLt

@ WordPress Management

can
Installations
® social Networking 6TM360 Blog Ghange Password
& Ad Management
https://sketharaman.com/blog Talk of Many Things Change Password v

B calendars

5. Scroll down to Database Details and click the + symbol to the left of it
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Website URL

https://gtm360.com/blog

Site Name

GTM360 Blog

Database Details

View Database

Database Name fskrstes_wp5
Database User  fskrstes_wpb

Database Host  localhost

6. Note down the following:

¢ Database Name: fskrstes_wp5
o Database User: fskrstes_wp5

Your new blogsite is now set up with fresh files and database tables.

You are now ready to migrate your old files and database to the new blogsite.
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CHAPTER 6: MIGRATE DATABASE

This chapter will cover the following step:

Step 4: Import the old database into the new database (cPanel S2 > phpMyAdmin).

To recap:

The name of the database for the WordPress blogsite installation on S2 is
fskrstes_wpb5.

We downloaded the database backup of the old blogsite on S1 to your hard drive as
sumr100_wp50850.sql. We will now upload this database to the new database by
following these steps.

Log in to the cPanel for S2 server

Click phpMyAdmin

Click the + symbol before fskrstes to see all databases in S2

Click the database pertaining to the new blogsite i.e. fskrstes_wp5

On the RHS sidebar, you will see a number of tables of this database (typically
12 but could be more)

Click the Import button on top menu panel

uhownhRE

o

php [ c7Server localhost3306 » @ Database: fskrstes wp5.
Se ;@ W Structure L] sQL \ Search Query = Expon & Operations ¢ Routines ® Events 25 Triggers «8 Designer
Recent Favorites
@ Filters
9-@ tkrstes gim360db “|| Containing the word:
=1 | fskrstes_wps]
. e e Table a Action Rows @ Type  Collation Size  Overhead
- ) wpc5_actionscheduler_actions ] Browse [ Structure ty @ Drop & InnoDB  utfBmbd_unicode_520_ci 14.0 kis
i ) wpc5_actionscheduler_claims Browse 3 Structure ty @ Drop o InnoDB  utiBmbd_unicode_520_ci  32.0 kis
H3

.V wp_actionscheduler_at wpc5_actionscheduler_groups i [ Browse 4 Structure
L wp_actionscheduler_cl

L ¥ wp_actionscheduler_gi

y @ Drop 2 InnoDB  utfémb4_unicode_520_ci  32.0 kis

Browse Jt Structure & Search ¢ Insert {5 Empty @ Drop 10 InnoDB  utf8mbd_unicode_520_ci  45.0 k12

Browse [ Structure & Search mpty o InnoDB  utfémba4. 520ci .0 ki
- 1% wp_actionscheduler_lo E;

1 InnoDB  utfmb4_unicode_520_ci

L) wp_bv_activities_store | EOuSE Y StCe
L1t wp_bv_fw_requests
—J wp_bv_ip_store

¥ wp_bv_lp_requests

owse [ Structure @ InnoDB  uti8mb4_unicode_520_ci

wpc5_options

i Structure 202 InnoDB  uif8mbé_unicode_520_ci

L wp_medium_migration

[ e O wpc5_postmeta ¢ [ Browse J Structure @& Search y © Drop 2 InnoDB  utfgmbd_unicode_520_ci
LV wp_comments () wpc5_posts % (1 Browse s Structure % Search 3¢ Insert & Empty @ Drop 4 InnoDB  utf8mbd_unicode_520_ci  se.
1 wp_ctf_feed_locator O) wpc5_termmeta wse [V Structure % Search ¥¢ 2 InnoDB  utf8mb4_unicode_520_ci
¥ wp_links = 5 = 5
() wpc5_terms T Structure % Search F¢ 1 InnoDB  utf8mb4_unicode_620_ci

wpc5_term_relationships

el wse 4 Structure & Search 1 InnoDB  uf8mba_unicode_520_ci e

V1 wp_options () wpc5_term_taxonomy W Structure & Search 1 InnoDB  uif8mba_unicode_520_ci s

v wp_postmeta 0 wpc5_usermeta % [ Browse 4 Structure 21 InnoDB  utfBmb4_unicode_520_ci  43.0 kit

L wp_posts -

V% wp shim. sias. 4 O wpc5_users Browse [t Structure 2 InnoDB  utf8mba_unicode 520 ci 2.0 kis

LV w stals archive. || wnc wplorms_tasks_meta ¢ (5] Browse 4 Structure 4 InnoDB  utfémbd_unicods 520 i 15.0 kiz
. - onsole

7. Maintain the default values on the next screen

NOTE: At the start of this book, | promised to give only one way that works, without
getting in to all the possible variants. I'm making one exception to that rule now.
Many WordPress experts advocate unchecking the box to the left of the following
option: Partial import: Allow the interruption of an import in case the script detects it
is close to the PHP timeout limit. While | ignored this advice and kept the box
checked in my migration, | am tabling it just in case you wish to go the other way in
your migration for reasons best known to you.

8. Click the Choose File button
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9. Windows File Explorer will open. Select the old database backup file
sumr100_wp50850.sql from your local hard drive

10. Click the Go button at the bottom. This will initiate upload of the old database to
the new database

7 Setver localhost 3306 » @ Database: fskistes_wp5
# Structure [/ SQL 4 Search Query =4 Export |« Import
= ' '
2 2 ! '
.| Importing into the database "fskrstes_wp5
File to import:
File may be compressed (gzip, bzip2, zip) or uncompressed
A compressed file's name must end in .[format].[compression] Example: .sql.zip
al
—d Browse your computer| | Choose File | No file chosen (Max: 512MiB)
g You may also drag and drop a file on any page
o Character set of the file utf-8 v
e
Partial import:
Allow the interruption of an import in case the script detects it is close to the PHP tim
transactions.)
Skip this number of queries (for SQL) starting from the firstone: | 0
on
Other options:
Enable foreign key checks
lo
0 Format:
re
SQL v
Format-specific options:
SQL compatibility mode: = NONE v
n Do not use auto_increment for zero values
Go

The database upload could take a few minutes depending on the amount of content
in your old blogsite and the speed of your Internet connection, among other things.
You will be notified when it is complete.
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CHAPTER 7: MIGRATE FILES

In this chapter, we will explain how to migrate files from the old blogsite to the new
blogsite. It covers the following steps:

Step 5: Overwrite the files in the new wp-content folder with the old wp-
content files (cPanel S2 > File Manager)

Step 6: Leave the new wp-admin and wp-includes folders be i.e. don’t overwrite
the files inside them with the old files.

Unpacking “Overwrite”

When they say copy WordPress files from old blogsite (S1) to new blogsite (S2), you
should copy only wp-content folder, which is a subset of the blogsite. And leave the
wp-admin and wp-includes folders in the new blogsite (S2) version intact.

Let's say that the S1 version of wp-content has five folders named A, B, C, D, E,
and several underlying files. After installing a new instance of WordPress on S2, a
new wp-content folder will be created automatically. This contains, say, three folders
named, C, X, Y, and several underlying files, that are all native to S2.

As we can see, folder C is common to both S1 and S2.

What should happen to C during the copy? Since Copy means “Overwrite existing
files” in this context, C (from S1) should overwrite C (native to S2).

In the end state, wp-content folder on S2 should have the following files / folders: A
(from S1), B (from S1), C (from S1, not S2), X (native to S2), Y (native to S2).

We will use cPanel File Manager for copying the files.

ProTip: Most migration guides tell you to use an FTP tool like CoreFTP or FTPzilla to
upload the files from the old blogsite to the new blogsite. We found that FTP takes
several hours to complete. Our procedure uses cPanel File Manager and gets over in
a few minutes. Elsewhere in this book, we claimed a 10X improvement in upload
speed as a result of this hack but, in our case, it was closer to 30X.

Follow these steps to upload the files from the old blogsite to the new blogsite:

Log in to the cPanel for S2 server

Click File Manager

Go to /public_html/wip-s2 folder

Click the Upload link on top menu panel

PR
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8.

9.

¢ File Manager

== File == Folder

Go @ Home T Up One Level

Collapse All Name

— &= A (/home2/fskrstes) This directory is empty.
+ i .cpanel
+ . .cphorde

Leave Overwrite existing files option at the top unchecked

Locate the file backup of the old blogsite file-backup-s1.zip that you earlier
downloaded to your local hard drive: Drag and drop this file into this screen. File
upload will start automatically

When the upload is complete, click the Go Back to
Yhome2/fskrstes/public_html/wip-s2” link

¢P File Upload

Select the file you want to upload to “/home2/fskrstes/public_html/wip-s2”.

Maximum file size allowed for upload: 500 MB

() Overwrite existing files

Drop files here to start uploading

or

Select File

|o:z, Back to “/home2/fskrstes/public_html/wip-s2" |

Click the wip-s2 folder. Make sure that you can see the file file-backup-s1.zip
there (Click the Reload button if required.)
Right click this file and select the Extract option

10. On the next screen, leave the path in its default value: /public_html/wip-s2
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¢ File Manager

#File 4 Folder @QCopy <Move |XUpload| X Download % Delete B Rer
#* Compress
a Go A Home fUpOnelevel <Back =F 5]
Collapse All Name
-5 A (/home2/fskrstes) I@ file-backup-s1.zip
+ 88 .cpanel & Download
+ i .cphorde @ View
.htpasswds
P % Move
+ 8. .pki
+ = .softaculous @ Copy
.spamassassin B Rename
.subaccounts
& Change Permissions
trash
.wordpress X Delete
+ 1w etc
#¢ Compress
fskrsites.com
+ . logs

11. When the unzipping process is complete, you will see a folder named blog under
wip-s2 folder. Double click this folder

¢ File Manager

% File = Folder . X Upload
@« Ipubl!c_h:ml.«'v‘.'ip-szI Go @A Home T UpOnele
Collapse All Name
— = A (/home2/fskrstes)
+M..cpanel file-backup-s1.zip
+a .cphorde

12. You will see the following folders wp-admin, wp-content, wp-includes and a
critical file named wp-config.php. Bear in mind that these folders belong to the
old S1 blogsite. You want to copy across only wp-content to the new S2 blogsite
at /public_html/gtm360.com/blog
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¢P File Manager

% File <=Folder [DCopy & e RXuUpload &£

a I publlc_htmllwip-sZ/bIogI Go A Home T UpOne Level
Collapse All Name
— &= A (/home2/fskrstes) wp-admin
+cpanel wp-content
+ B .cphorde
.htpasswds wp-includes
+ 1 pki B ntaccess
+ I .softaculous T
: B indexphp
.Spamassassin
.subaccounts E license.txt
.trasz readme.html
.wordpress =
+ 0 wp-cli E wp-activate.php
+Mm etc Bi wp-blog-header.php
fskrsites.com <
+0m logs E wp-comments-post.php
+ I mail B wp-config-sample.php
+ = perl5 S
wp-config.php
+ i public_ftp %

13. Right click wp-content folder and select the Copy option

14. Change the path on the next screen to /public_html/gtm360.com/blog

15. Click the Copy File(s) button. This will overwrite common folders on wp-content
folder of S2 with those from S1 while leaving the non-common folders on S2

intact.
¢/ File Manager Sear|
=+ File = Folder X Upload

wp-admin 4 KB

File path: - P [
Ipublic_html/wip-s2/blog/wp-content

Enter the file path that you want to copy this file to:

A | /public_html/gtm360.com/blog I

Copy File(s) || Cancel| .

B un.commentenast nhn 184 KR 1

This completes the migration of files from the old blogsite to the new blogsite.
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CHAPTER 8: CHANGES IN NEW
BLOGSITE

This chapter will cover steps 7 through 10 of the quick guide.

Step 7: Change non-standard table prefixes (e.g. wp2k_) in the new wp-config file
to wp_ (cPanel S2 > File Manager)

In Chapter 4, while setting up the new installation of WordPress on S2, we already
changed the default table prefix value to wp_. To that extent, this step is not
required. However, it helps to reconfirm this. Besides, in doing so, we will get an
opportunity to get familiar with the critical file wp-config.php, which holds the
configuration of the new blogsite.

To view the table prefix, follow these steps:

Log in to the cPanel for S2 server

Click File Manager

Go to the root folder of the new blogsite i.e. /public_html/gtm360.com/blog
Scroll down to wp-config.php and right click the file

Click the Download button on top menu panel and download a copy of this file to
your local hard drive, just in case something goes wrong (I'm looking at you
Murphy’s Law!)

¢P File Manager

#File = Folder @DCopy < Move & Upload x

aokhwhE

#* Compress
w I public_html/gtm360.com/bl I Go A Home 1 Up One Level
Collapse All Name
— & A (/home2/fskrstes) wp-admin
+0m.cpanel wp-content
+ B .cphorde
.htpasswds wp-includes
+ 0 pki B nhtaccess
+ i softaculous N
error_lo
.spamassassin E -9
.subaccounts E index.php
it E license.txt
.wordpress
+m8 wp-cli readme htmi
+im etc B wp-actvate php
fskrsites.com s
+0 logs E wp-blog-header.php
+ I mail E wp-comments-post.php
b peglﬁ . E wp-config-sample.php
+ i public_ftp
.
+ i public_html |B wp-config.php
+ I softaculous_backups ﬁ wp-cron. php
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6. Again right click wp-config.php

7. Select the Edit option

8. View the contents of the file

9. Scroll down to the line starting with $table_prefix
10. Make sure it reads as $table_prefix ="'wp_";

11. If it does not, change whatever it says to wp_

W Ihomez/tskrstes/public i w s T eeopen
o,

Use legacy editor [EST P Clo:

12. While you are on this screen, scroll up to the section commented with // **
MySQL settings - You can get this info from your web host ** //

13. You will see the database settings in this section. In the introduction chapter, we
had made a reference to a password stored in plaintext in a prominent
WordPress file. This is where the said security abomination happens. For obvious
reasons, we have redacted it in the following exhibit. In all likelihood, you won't
make any changes, so click the Close button and exit the edit mode. (Click Save
Changes in case you have made some changes.)

ﬁmom.z,.,w.s,,.u.,.m_h w wts = oo I o |

Q| |9 C| Es

Step 8: Change nameserver settings to point to new server (Domain Registrar
Website)

While migrating your website from the old server S1 to the new server S2, you might
have already changed your nameserver settings to point to the new server. If so, you
can skip this step. However, just in case you need to carry it out while migrating your
blogsite, this step should be fairly straightforward although the exact commands may
vary from one domain registrar to another.

In the case of our domain registrar Go Daddy, the steps are as follows:

WORDPRESS MIGRATION FOR NORMIES 31



https://gtm360.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/change-02-s2.jpg
https://gtm360.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/change-03-s2.jpg

Login to www.godaddy.com
View the list of all your domains
Click the Manage button next to the domain name of your current website

gtm360.com DNS

wh e

4. Click Manage DNS
5. In the Nameservers section, click the Change button

Nameservers

Using custom nameservers Change

Nameservers (?)

Click Enter my own nameservers (advanced)

You should be seeing the nameservers pertaining to S1

Change them to the corresponding ones for S2 (you can find the nameserver
values on the cPanel of S2)

0 ~No

Edit Nameservers

Enter My Own Nameservers

Changing nameservers is risky, and change could potentially lead to your website disappearing
from public view.

NS[llc2mor com ®

(® Add Nameserver
Cancel ] [ Back ]

9. Click the Save button and exit.

Your nameserver settings will be changed.

NOTE: As it says, changing nameservers is extremely risky. Take utmost care while
performing this step.
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Step 8B: Ensure that the blogsite has moved to the new server (cPanel S2,
Command Prompt)

Depending upon your domain registrar, propagation of the new nameserver settings
that you requested in Step 8 above could take anywhere from a few minutes to a few
hours. Accordingly, it might take some time for your website and blogsite to be
accessible on the new server. On our domain registrar, this happened in a few
minutes although there was a warning on its website that it could take a few hours.
We can’t rule out the possibility that this actually takes a few hours on other domain
registrar websites.

Unless noted otherwise, all steps in this book from here on must be carried out
only on the new server.

Therefore, before proceeding, it is important to ensure that your blogsite is actually
being accessed on the new server S2.

The most obvious way of doing this is to simply visit www.gtm360.com/blog and
see whether your blogsite looks like your old blogsite or it has changed to the new
theme. However, this check can be inconclusive if you retained the blogsite’s theme
during the migration. Therefore, we recommend a slightly longer but more foolproof
way of doing this.

1. Go to cPanel of S2

2. Read the Shared IP Address e.g. 108.167.140.232

3. Go to Windows START menu of your computer and type cmd.com to open the
COMMAND prompt

4. Type ping www.gtm360.com

5. Read the IP address in the output

6. If it matches the above Shared IP Address, it means that your blogsite has
moved to S2. You are good to go

7. If not, wait for a few minutes or hours until your blogsite has moved to S2 before
proceeding.

HostGator | cranel Search Hostgator Support Ol 2ckses - A Gloco
e p

|
.

3¢ g
Bo ==
e &

EMAIL

CAUTION: Proceed beyond this point only after ensuring that your blogsite is being
accessed from the new server S2.
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Step 9: Change links in the files of the new blogsite to the new blogsite’s URL, if
required (Simple Search-Replace)

We did not have to carry out this step during our migration. In all likelihood, you will
not, either.

Step 10: Change links in the database tables of the new blogsite to the new
blogsite’s URL, if required (Interconnect Database Search and Replace Script)

We did not have to carry out this step during our migration. In all likelihood, you will
not, either.
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CHAPTER 9: GETTING THE NEW
BLOGSITE TO WORK

This chapter will cover steps 11 through 14 of the quick guide.

We leave the cPanel of S2 and move to wp-admin of the new WordPress blogsite at
S2.

NOTE: Unless otherwise specified, server will mean S2 from here on. Make sure to
follow Step 8B in the previous chapter to ensure that your blogsite is being accessed
from the new server S2.

Step 11: Log in to the new blogsite’s wp-admin with the username and password you
entered at step #3 (wp-admin S2).

Step 12: Reset password (wp-admin S2); ); enter email address used at step #3.

Step 13: Repeat step #11 (wp-admin S2).

Go to www.gtm360.com/wp-admin

Enter Username = admin

Enter Password = %EFA&IZH8$

Click the Log In button. You will be denied access. Don't panic - this is a feature,
not bug, of how the migration works

Click the Lost your password? link

PoONPE

o

Error: The username adm-in is not
registered on this site. If you are unsure of your

username, try your email address instead.
Username or Email Address

Password

®

M Re her M
Remember Me Log In
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6. Enter the email address you entered at step #3 in Chapter 4 i.e.
s.ketharaman@gtm360.com
7. Click the Get New Password button

Please enter your username or email address. You
will receive an email message with instructions on
how to reset your password.

Username or Email Address
Get New Password

8. Access your inbox and click the reset password link in the email from WordPress
9. Set a new strong password (not password123!)

10. Go to www.gtm360.com/wp-admin

11. Enter Username = admin

12. Enter Password = <new password set above>

13. Click the Log In button.

You will be able to access the WordPress Admin Panel of your new blogsite now.
You can also see your old blogsite's posts, themes, plugins and other content on the
new blogsite.

NOTE: If your WordPress Editor screen looks unfamiliar, it could be because the
classic editor may have replaced by the new Gutenberg editor. To restore your
familiar editor, install the “Classic Editor” plugin. Ditto “Classic Widgets” plugin. As
stated earlier, since this is a book about WordPress migration, it skips detailed
instructions for these basic WordPress activities.

YaaY! This completes the basic migration of your WordPress blogsite.
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CHAPTER 10: TUNING THE NEW
BLOGSITE

As we noted, the core migration activity is now complete.
We will now tune the new blogsite.

This chapter covers step 14 and 15 of the quick guide:

Step 14: Scrub the users on the new blogsite (wp-admin S2)

1. Log in to wp-admin at www.gtm360.com/wp-admin
2. Click Users > All Users

Cc & gtm360.com/blog/wp-admin/index.php

25 Apps Article Archive W 1Twitter A/S 3 CalculatorSoup @ Chir 8 Chrome Clear Cache  # CleanupPics 4\ G Ads

@ @A cMs0Blog © 9 + New caching B Disqus Updraftplus

@ Dashboard Dashboard

Home

Site Health Status otk Quick

Updates @)
Title
* Posts Your site’s health is looking good, but there are still some
s G things you can do to improve its performance and ]
3 Good security.

ﬂ., Media ¥ Conter
§ Litides Take a look at the 4 items on the Site Health screen. Wha

W Pages

B Disqus At a Glance AV A

B Scrollboxes A 287 Posts P 691 Comments

'. 499 Comments in moderation

» Appearance Your F
WordPress 5.8.2 running GeneratePress theme.

£ Plugins & g ftba T
- Inthe

5 Users I All Users your site from 968 spam comments already.
spam queue at the moment. [ready’
& Tools Add New We rar
B Settings Profile ftha L
AV a4 Real E¢

W Twitter Feeds Publishing Soon

Word|

S5E00010:00 AM Variants Are Making Phishing Attacks More Lethal Than Ever

SR

3. View the list of all users and their roles. This will typically comprise the new
Administrator user you created at Step 3 of quick guide plus all the old
Administrator and Subscriber users migrated over from the old blogsite

4. You would typically want subscribers of your old blogsite to stay subscribed to
your migrated blogsite, so leave them untouched

5. Have a good look at the users with Administrator role. One of them will be the
new Administrator user you created at step 3. Retain this user

6. The others will be a list of Administrator users created for coworkers and
outsourcing firms on the old blogsite. Retain the ones you are still associated
with. Delete the rest as follows:
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7. Click the box to the left of the users you want to delete
8. Click Bulk actions
9. Click Delete.

This completes the user scrubbing activity.

NOTE: Now is a good time to customize the new blogsite theme and delete old
blogsite themes and plugins that you don’t want in your new blogsite. As stated
earlier, since this is a book about WordPress migration, it skips these basic
WordPress activities.

Step 15: Google Analytics Check (Google Analytics, wp-admin S2)

At the end of every year, the author publishes a blog post listing the top performing
posts of the year. Click here to see the latest such post. He uses Google Analytics to
get the pageview data. When he accessed his GA dashboard at the end of the year,
he noticed that there was no data pertaining to the period post the migration of the
blogsite. It appeared that Google Analytics did not get migrated over to the new
blogsite.

The author could not readily find the root cause of this problem. Instead of spending
too much time on it, he simply reinstalled the Google Analytics tracking code on the
new blogsite. To preempt the problem in your migration, you might want to do the
same by following these steps:

1. Log into your Google Analytics account
2. Click Admin
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3. Click Tracking info > Tracking Code
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4. Press Ctrl+C on your keyboard to copy the tracking code to the clipboard
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5. Go to your wp-admin. Click Plugins > Add New

6. Search for the plugin called Install Headers and Footers, install and activate it

7. Click Settings > Insert Headers and Footers > Paste the tracking code from the
clipboard in Header section

@ A GTM360Blog © 9 < New Caching W Disqus UpdraftPlus

hi d H
& Dabnao Insert Headers and Footers » Settings
f St Settings
07 Media
Scripts in Header
@ Links 1 <!-- START of Global site tag {gtag.js) - Google Analytics -->
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9 3 <script>
B Disqus 4 window.datalayer = window.datalayer || [];
5  function gtag(){datalLayer.push(arguments);}
ﬁ Scrollboxes 6 gtag('js', new Date());
7
Ed WP Table Builder N 'UA-B--:l');
9 </script>
Appearance 1@ <!-- END of Global site tag (gtag.js) - Google Analytics -->
PP

& Plugins &

o Users

& Tools

These scripts will be printed in the <head> section.
Settings
Scripts in Body

General 1

8. Click the Save button at the bottom of the page (not visible in the above exhibit).

This will provide line of sight for Google Analytics to your migrated blogsite. Visit your
GA dashboard after a couple of days to confirm.
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OVERVIEW OF BONUS CHAPTERS

We promised that this book is packed with several tips and tricks and sources of
compelling value of the nature that you are unlikely to find anywhere else.

We have already delivered some of the extras in the previous chapters:

Plenty of screenshots.

No redactions in screenshots.

How to 10x file upload speeds by avoiding FTP.
How to handle non-standard table prefixes.

No affiliate links.

A

The following bonus chapters provide additional value:

1. Learn how to edit database tables without SQL skills.

2. License for a free malware scanner and cleaner. Unlike the other products in the
market that provide free scanning only for WordPress blogsites and charge big
bucks for cleaning malware, the product covered in the bonus chapters provides
free scanning and cleaning of both WordPress blogsites and non-WordPress
websites.

3. Tips and tricks for outsourcing WordPress work to the seedy underbelly of the
WordPress ecosystem without burning a hole in your pocket.

4. Code and instructions for setting up a cron job for tracking unauthorized file
changes, which is a early warning for malware.

5. Miscellaneous hosting tips and tricks to simplify the migration of a complicated
landscape comprising multiple websites.

6. Buzzword Directory that will help you talk intelligently about your WordPress
migration inside and outside the WordPress community.

We encourage you to make a small donation to access the bonus chapters. For
every $5 of your donation, the author will make a donation of $1 to the developer of
the malware scanner and cleaner featured in the following pages.

PayPal Scan with Google Pay, Phone Pe,
BHIM or any other UPI app

Log in to your PayPal account.

Send payment to
s_ketharaman@yahoo.com

We will send the bonus content to the email stated in your donation alert. If you
would like to receive it at an alternative email address, please let us know.
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